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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
during the closure of our children’s centre nursery in March, in response to efforts against 
Covid-19. We do not underestimate the potential consequence of the closure on your family, 
and acknowledge both the emotional impact of Covid-19 and the resilience of the 
community.   
 
Colleagues have valued the contact that they have maintained with you over the last few 
weeks, through keeping in touch phone calls, home learning resources and online interaction 
in some cases.     
 
Whilst we continued during this period to provide early education and childcare to children of 
critical workers and vulnerable children. The Government is now asking nurseries, other 
early years settings and schools, to open to all children from the 1st June.    
As a result of the Government announcement, Hackney children’s centre nurseries will work 
towards wider reopening of our nurseries.  Our priority is to achieve a safe and phased return, 
to mitigate against any risks.  
 
Parents have shown an interest in returning to the nursery.  We have been trying to make 
arrangements to accommodate this in a way that keeps the children and staff safe. We 
appreciate your ongoing support and our partnership with you in order to achieve a successful 
transition.  The provision will look different, and this letter gives an indication of what that 
might look like.  
 
Because of the challenge to working towards achieving a safe environment by social 
distancing, we will have to significantly reduce the numbers of children that we are able to 
accommodate on a daily basis.  We envisage that some of this reduction will be met by 
families choosing not to take up their place at this time.  If there is more demand than places, 
the following criteria to prioritise places will be applied. 
 

1. Children of critical workers 
2. Children on a child in need, child protection or early help plan 
3. Children with special needs or a disability following a risk assessment.  
4. Working Parents, with no alternative childcare, who fit into the below category: 
I. EYPP Children (3-5s)  
II. School Leavers, transitioning to school in September, aged 4 by 31st August  
III. Eligible Funded 2yr olds  

Children who have attended nursery during the last 9 weeks will not be affected by the 
criteria and can continue to attend nursery as usual. 
  



We may also have to stagger start and leaving times for children to adhere to social 
distancing rules.   At some centres new arrangements for entering and leaving the building 
will also be in place.  Please follow the signage around the buildings that are there to guide 
you, Staff will also be on hand to support you.  Staff may also greet your children at the door, 
or in the reception areas at drop-off and pick-up, this is to limit the number of people moving 
or congregating around the building. 
 
Although the new arrangements will start from June 1st 2020, the children will be invited 
back to nursery in phases to support them to settle back into their routines.  You will be 
informed of your start date at least a week before your child is due to return. 
On their return, children will be grouped in small groups or ‘hub’ during the day and will be 
with the same ‘hub’ of children and staff in a separate area wherever possible.  Children will 
remain in their ‘hub’ when accessing the garden.  They will be socially distanced from other 
‘hubs’.  We will of course consider friendship groups when allocating children to small 
groups.    
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum will guide the learning for children.  Staff will 
continue to plan for children’s individual needs. Resources will be rotated instead of being 
readily available to prevent cross contamination and will be washed after use.  Please do not 
bring toys from home at this time. 
 
The centres and resources will be fully cleaned before any new children are admitted and 
increased cleaning will also take place throughout the day.  
 
For everybody’s safety and wellbeing.  On your arrival at the centre and prior to handover of 
your child, reception staff will ask you if anyone in your household have shown any 
symptoms of COVID 19, this will be recorded at sign in.  If anyone is displaying symptoms, 
staff, parents or children they will be asked to be collected or leave the building and advised 
to take a test if possible, in accordance to government guidance. We will be continually 
reviewing our arrangements and will keep you updated of any changes.  
 
Daily fees will still apply to children attending during this phased reopening.  If you decide 
not to return now, or are offered a place and decide to reduce your days, this will not impact 
on your usual allocated space which will be held open until we resume a normal service.  
This is an unsettling time for our children and we hope that returning to nursery will bring a 
semblance of normality into their lives.  We look forward to seeing you over the coming 
weeks, and are grateful for your ongoing support.  
 
Please do not hesitate to speak to me, or your child’s key worker, or the senior children’s 
centre officer for more information.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 
Afulenu Nwabuzo 
Head of Centre  


