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22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Proposed return to school for some children 
 
As you are aware the government have announced that schools plan to reopen to children in 
Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from 1st June 2020, on the provison that the rate of infection 
has reduced and it is safe to do so.  
 
Of course, I am very concerned for the safety of our school community, parents, children and staff 
and I would like to stress that no Parent or Carer will be pressured into sending their children to 
school as everyone’s circumstances and attitudes to this proposed reopening are different. The 
government has stated there will be no penalties for non-attendance. 
 
At school, we are working hard to plan for the return of children as there are several layers of risk 
we must eliminate or reduce before I feel safe letting the children return to school.   
 
Following the guidance sent by the Department of Education statutory guidance publications for 
schools and local authorities and we are formulating a proposed plan.   
 
It is important that you do not send your child into school until you have been notified. 
 
Teaching Groups 

• The government have proposed that we will have ‘Teaching Groups’ of up to 15 children in 
each class. However, we believe we may not be able to maintain social distancing with this 
number of children in one class therefore staff members will be taken from across the 
school to make the groups smaller.  

• We are taking steps to reduce the numbers in classrooms and children will be assigned a 
classroom base and specific members of staff. This may not be their usual teacher.  

• The group will stay together in their classrooms and will follow the guidelines of social 
distancing limiting their contact with other groups of children. 

• Each child and member/s of staff will observe the social distancing rules in class so this 
means children will not be sitting together. Staff will attempt to observe the distancing rule 
but this, I acknowledge, becomes more difficult the younger the age group. 
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• Each child will have a set of resources (pencils, pens,) at their table / seated area and not 
share the resources with other children in the group. Again, very difficult but we shall be 
reminding children regularly! In Reception the resources will be cleaned regularly following 
the government guidelines. 

• All groups will follow the daily routines of basic hygiene rules which have been implemented 
since the outbreak of the virus. This will include the protective measure of good hand and 
respiratory hygiene. 

 
Playtimes and lunchtimes 

• Playtimes will be structured so each group has a defined area to play and away from any 
other group. We may have to implement staggered playtimes so there is enough space for 
children to have some fresh air and a run around. We shall encourage children to observe 
the safer distancing rules but again this can be difficult with younger children. 

• Lunches – The school will still be providing hot meals. Lunch will be in staggered sittings to 
enable social distancing to take place.  

 
Coming to school 

• If your child has a medical condition, for example asthma, please consult your doctor before 
coming to school.  

• If you live with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable and is shielding it is advised 
your child does not return to school if you believe they will find it hard to understand and 
follow the strict rules of social distancing. 

• Children will not need book bags or PE kits. Children will only need their coat, water bottle 
and packed lunch if being provided from home. 

• Only those children on Free school meals will be catered for all other children will need to 
bring a packed lunch. 

• No reading books will be sent home. 
• Start times will be staggered to minimise the number of people on site at any one time.  
• Please limit to one adult per family. 
• A one-way system will be put in place and the 2m rule will need to be adhered to. Exact 

details will be given nearer the time.  
 
Picking children up from school 

• Pick up times will be staggered times. 
• Nursery, Reception and Year 1 children will be collected from their base classroom at 

staggered times. Details to follow. 
• Confirmation of how your child is getting home will be required (Y6 only) 
• Parents can wait in the playground observing the safe distancing rules 
• There will be a one-way system in place. 
• The member of staff will release the child to the adult collecting. Please do not be offended 

if the member of staff has to check your status as it may not be the class teacher doing the 
handover 

 
Managing children and staff safely 
We currently already have much of this in place in school 

• Furniture in classes is being organised into suitable seating areas to adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. 

• Some resources will be moved out of the classroom to reduce the quantity of surfaces 
children touch.  

• Movement around the school will be minimised. 
• Children will be asked to walk on the left of the corridors. Where possible one way systems 

will be put in place.  
 
 



Hygiene  
• Regular hand washing following the government guidance 
• Respiratory hygiene will also be followed. Catch it, Bin it, Kill it. 
• Increased cleaning throughout the day. 

 
First Aid 

• PPE will be used for administering first aid or intimate care.  
• Use of infrared forehead thermometers. 
• If a child develops symptoms, they will be sent home and stay at home and are required to 

isolate for a minimum of 7 days following government guidelines.  
• We will inform you if your child is in a group where a member has been sent home with 

suspected symptoms. 
• If a teaching group has a child or member of staff with symptoms and that child / adult is 

sent home and test positive that group will then be made to self-isolate for 14 days  in 
accordance with Government guidelines. 

• Please keep your child at home if they feel poorly (not just specific COVID19 symptoms) 
• If a member of the family has symptoms or has tested positive for Covid19 the family should 

follow government guidelines and self-isolate for 14 days. 
 
Breakfast Club and Afterschool Club 

• For the time being, there will be no breakfast or afterschool clubs available this term. We 
will inform you when this facility becomes available again. 
 

Vulnerable groups and Key worker children 
• All vulnerable children or children of keyworkers will continue to attend and will continue to 

follow rules and guidance. If their year group is in school they will join them if not they will 
stay in groups. 

• All ARP children will be invited to return. 
 
We will follow government guidance and understand that this could change at any time depending 
on the rate of infection.  
 
To minimise risk to our school community we are continually assessing the guidance and adjusting as 
appropriate. We will endeavour to keep you informed with any further changes as they occur. 
 
I am not convinced that starting all year groups on the same day is a good idea for health and safety 
reasons. Therefore once we know if it is possible to return to school on June 1st, you will receive 
further details, beforehand, outlining which year group will return first. These are the dates so far: 
 

• June 1st will be an Inset Day  -School Closed for all children 
• June 2nd  - School reopens for Vulnerable and key worker children only 
• From June 3rd onwards – Parents/Carers will receive further information of possible dates 

of return  
 
I will update you on the implementation of these measures and/or any changes made, as we 
continue to develop our strategies. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Jackie Benjamin 
Headteacher 


