
Welcome to Year 2 

 

Welcome to Year 2. We are looking forward to a fun and productive first term.  Our 

Year 2 team includes Miss Castro, Miss Parekh (class teachers) and Ms Karin (Support Staff). 

 

The beginning of term is different to usual.  As we return to school, after a long absence, the focus 

for the first 2 weeks will be on positive mental health and wellbeing. We will also be spending a lot 

of time learning and understanding the changes within the school since the global pandemic. From 

the third week we will then begin to reintroduce our standard curriculum.  

 

Changes to classroom routines due to Covid-19 

Children will no longer be able to use plastic cups to drink water from in the classroom. 

Please ensure your child has a water bottle, clearly labeled with their name, that they 

can use at school.  

PE is a very important part of the curriculum. Please ensure that your 

child has appropriate clothing to wear for PE. They will need to wear black 

tracksuit bottoms/leggings and a t-shirt in their house colour and 

trainers.PE is on a Tuesday. Due to new government guidance children 

will be required to come to school in their PE kits on their PE day. They 

will remain in their PE kit for the whole day, as advised by the 

government.  

 

During the autumn term we will be learning… 

Literacy  

 We will be exploring poetry and having lots of fun with alliteration and 

onomatopoeia. We will also be studying pictures to help with descriptive 

writing and retelling/writing narratives, as well as looking at non-fiction texts 

and making a class pop up book. The texts we will be using are; ‘When I 

Grow Up’, ‘The Puffin Book of Fantastic Poetry’, ‘The Story Tree’ and ‘Spooky 

Spooky House’. After the half term break we will continue to explore writing in the 1st person with 

diaries and recounts. We will also be creating our leaflets based on London landmarks as looking 

at speech and dialogue with visual literacy. The texts we will be using are; ‘The Hackney Martian’, 

The Way Back Home’ and our visual literacy video ‘Partly Cloudy’.  

 

 We are continuing with our phonics programme, which as well as teaching the 

children how to sound out words for reading, is also helping them to spell words 

in their writing. The children are grouped according to their needs and are all 

reading every day. This is assessed on a regular basis to make sure they are 

making progress. Children who no longer need phonics will have a daily VCOP 

session.  

 

Maths will focus on the following areas:  

- Number and place value (estimating amounts, finding numbers on a 
number lines, comparing numbers, finding one more or less than any given 
number to 100)  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=leIPa4k_2BPKpM&tbnid=yRZYfxjd_Dd0gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/education/undergraduate/degree-programmes/physical-education&ei=XJX8U_-COPGa1AXinICQDQ&psig=AFQjCNEwwLxS1G0DDS7ezoNOWgK7EjqWow&ust=1409148597158706
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=leIPa4k_2BPKpM&tbnid=yRZYfxjd_Dd0gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/education/undergraduate/degree-programmes/physical-education&ei=XJX8U_-COPGa1AXinICQDQ&psig=AFQjCNEwwLxS1G0DDS7ezoNOWgK7EjqWow&ust=1409148597158706
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=leIPa4k_2BPKpM&tbnid=yRZYfxjd_Dd0gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/education/undergraduate/degree-programmes/physical-education&ei=XJX8U_-COPGa1AXinICQDQ&psig=AFQjCNEwwLxS1G0DDS7ezoNOWgK7EjqWow&ust=1409148597158706
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=leIPa4k_2BPKpM&tbnid=yRZYfxjd_Dd0gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/education/undergraduate/degree-programmes/physical-education&ei=XJX8U_-COPGa1AXinICQDQ&psig=AFQjCNEwwLxS1G0DDS7ezoNOWgK7EjqWow&ust=1409148597158706
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=leIPa4k_2BPKpM&tbnid=yRZYfxjd_Dd0gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/education/undergraduate/degree-programmes/physical-education&ei=XJX8U_-COPGa1AXinICQDQ&psig=AFQjCNEwwLxS1G0DDS7ezoNOWgK7EjqWow&ust=1409148597158706
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=leIPa4k_2BPKpM&tbnid=yRZYfxjd_Dd0gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/education/undergraduate/degree-programmes/physical-education&ei=XJX8U_-COPGa1AXinICQDQ&psig=AFQjCNEwwLxS1G0DDS7ezoNOWgK7EjqWow&ust=1409148597158706


- Number, addition and subtraction (all addition and subtraction facts for numbers to 10, 20, 
multiplies of 10 to 100, addition and subtraction of 2 digit numbers) 

- Measurement, money (making amounts, finding change and problem solving)  
- Number, multiplication and division (making equal groups and arrays)  
-  

 
Science we will be learning about plants and changing materials. We will be 

exploring how materials change and their properties.   

 

Reading daily with your child is very important. Children should read for 15 

minutes each day at home. Your child needs to bring their home reader in on 

Friday so that they can be checked and their reading miles added to the 

display wall. Children are expected to read at least 3 homereaders a week.  

 

Please remember that your child should only wear shoes with laces if they 

are able to tie them up themselves. Please send your child in with slip on or 

Velcro shoes until they can tie laces independently. Please also remember 

that children are not allowed to wear hoodies as part of their school uniform 

and jumpers or cardigans should be plain red.  

  

 

Please note that children are not allowed to wear jewellery to school, this includes 

bracelets, rings, hooped earrings and necklaces. Children are also not allowed to 

wear nail vanish. If your child is wearing jewellery it will be removed by an adult in 

school and sent to the office and nail varnish will be removed by a member of SLT.  

          

 

  

We look forward to working with you over the coming year to ensure your child has the best   

opportunity to develop both academically and socially.  

 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask or contact us by email.  

 

                  Kind regards, 

                  Miss Julie Castro (2G) and Miss Parekh (2V) 

J   jcastro@tyssen.hackney.sch.uk 

n   nparekh@tyssen.hackney.sch.uk  
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