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01/03/21 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you when you receive this letter that you and your children are well. We are still in 
unprecedented times and I am sure that, like me, you are looking forward to getting back 
to some form of normality soon.  
 

Return to school 
I am sure that by now you have the date 8th of March crossed on your 
calendars. I want to let you know that all children will be expected 
back on the 8th of March 2021. 
 
The start times and finish times for the children will be as they were in 
the autumn term.  
Start: There will be a soft start which means children can come in 

from 8.45 and have to be in the class at 9am to start learning.  
Finish: The end of the day will be staggered to ensure that we keep families as safe as 
possible. The timings and drop off/pick up areas will be  

Year group Drop off time/place Pick up time place 

EY 8.45-9am Classroom door 3.15-3.30 Classroom door 

Yr 1 8.45-9am Classroom door 3.15-3.30 Classroom door 

Yr 2  8.45-9am 3.20 The entrance by the shop 

Yr 3  8.45-9am 3.25 After School Club room 

Yr 4 8.45-9am 3.20 Rainbow Room 

Yr 5 8.45-9am 3.25 At the brown doors 

Yr 6 8.45-9am 3.30 At Bottom Hall 

 Please remember punctuality at drop of and pick up is important. 

 

School Attendance for 2020/21 
We will be opening on a fulltime basis for all statutory 
school aged pupils. From March 8th 2021, we return to 
the fact that parents have a duty to ensure that children 
attend school regularly. The school have the 
responsibility to record attendance and follow up 
absences.  
  
Over the past year an improvement in attendance had 
been noted. Attendance remains one of our priorites and we will continue to support our 
families to improve levels of attendance.  
 
If you would like to discuss your child’s attendance please ring the office and make an 
appointment. We want to do everything possible to get every child back to school. 
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Breakfast and Afterschool Club 
We will resume Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs on the 8th March. If you 
usually send your child please ensure you have booked your place. If you 
wish to enquire about a place please call the school office and request to 
speak to Michelle Amooty, our Extended school’s Manager. Places are 
not guaranteed but we will always endeavour to help when we can. 

 

 

 Grouping of our children  

 Each class will remain in their class bubble.   

 These bubbles will be kept apart from other groups and 
the older children will be encouraged to keep their 
distance within the groups.   

 For the majority of the school day the classes will be 
based in their own classrooms. Where shared spaces are used (e.g., in the 
computer suite, hall, library spaces) we will ensure that the areas are cleaned 
before a new group enters and uses the space.  

 Playtimes and lunchbreaks have been timetabled to allow all children regular 
breaks outside, with their own class sets of equipment. The class groups will not 
be mixed.  

 Our teachers and other staff will, on occasions, operate across different classes 
and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery of the school timetable; however, 
this will be kept at a minimum. Where staff need to move between classes and 
year groups, they will try to keep their distance from children and other staff as 
much as they can, although we recognise this is not always possible with our 
younger children.  

Safety and Risk assessments 
 
You can find our latest risk assessment on the school 
website. Here are a few areas I would like to highlight: 
Masks 
Staff will be continuing with their own twice weekly lateral flow 
testing and will be wearing face coverings in communal school 
areas. Staff may also wear face coverings in the classrooms. Primary school children 
are not expected to wear face coverings. 
 
We would respectfully ask that all adults on site wear face masks. We would also 
request that you maintain your social distancing of at least two metres from each other. 
 
Handwashing 
Children will be required to either wash their hands or use anti-viral gel on entering the 
school. They will also be expected to wash their hands frequently throughout the day, 
especially after break times, before eating or changing location 
 
Covid-19 Symptoms 
It is vital that no child is sent into school if they are exhibiting any Covid-19 symptoms. 
These are:  
  

 High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you 
do not need to measure your temperature)   

 New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be 
worse than usual)  

 Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 



 We will not hold large gatherings such as assemblies with more than one year 
group.  

Measures within the classroom 

 In Year 2 and Key Stage 2 the children will continue sitting side by side and 
facing forward and the children will continue to have their own pack of day to day 
equipment. Other classroom-based resources, such as books and games, will be 
used and shared and will be cleaned regularly, along with all frequently touched 
surfaces.   

 Resources that are shared between classes such as sports, art and science 
equipment will be cleaned and/or rotated to allow them to be left unused and out 
of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) between use by different 
classes. Our outdoor playground equipment will be frequently cleaned.   

 
 

School Dinners  
Please continue to pay for school dinners on our cashless system 
‘SIMsPay’dinners are £1.80 per meal and should be paid for in advance. If 
you want your child to have school dinners on certain days please ask for 
a meal pattern form at the office. Children in Year 3 upwards do not automatically get 
universal free school meal. If you believe your child is entitled to free school meals please 
apply using this link: https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/apply-free-school-meals 
There is a new debt policy which will be sent out to all families. Any outstanding debts 
need to be paid. If the debt is not paid your child will have to bring a packed luch until 
the debt is paid.  
 
Please talk to the office staff if you have a debt. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ParentPay 
A reminder that we are moving to ParentPay for all payment from 
April 2021. Please ensure you log in and familiarise yourself with the 
system as you will no longer be able to pay with cash at the school.  
 
If you have any problems with signing up please request help from our reception staff. 

School uniform 

Our normal school uniform expectations will be in place.  
 
As you know our uniform is changing in September so we do not want you to buy new 
items in the school colours. For the new uniform skirts and trousers will be black, so if 
you are replacing these items from now please buy them in black.  
 
We still have some school jumpers and other items with the Tyssen logo. We will be 
sending some to Africa as we have had a request for them but the rest we will sell at a 
cost of £1 per item. If you would like these items please use the link on the website. 

https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/apply-free-school-meals


School Streets Restrictions 
Following the recent government announcement to reopen schools, 
Tyssen School Street will be reinstated from Monday 8 March 2021. 
The ‘Pedestrian and Cycle Zone’ signs, located at the entrance to the 
School Street zone, will be reopened and enforcement will 
recommence from this date.  
School Streets work by creating a pedestrian and cycle only zone at 
school start and finish times. The schemes tackle congestion and 
improve air quality at the school gates, creating a safer space to walk and cycle to school 
and enabling social distancing. The School Street at Tyssen operates from 8.30am to 
9.15am and 3.15pm- 4.pm on school days only. Vehicles are not permitted to enter the 
zone between these times unless they have been granted an exemption. If you have 
already been granted an exemption, you are not required to reapply. To find out more 
about exemption eligibility, including how to apply for a special exemption, please visit: 
https://hackney.gov.uk/school-streets  
 

GoFundMe Campaign 
Did you see the article in the Hackney Gazette last week. If you did not here is the link: 
https://www.hackneygazette.co.uk/news/tyssen-school-name-change-7320618 
 
The campaign is going well we have collected just over £1400 so far but we know we can 
get more. Please remember to tell your friends and family. 
 

Rebranding GoFundMe Page: https://gofund.me/fd5c0bb7 

 
 

 

Dates: 

World Book Day Dress up as favourite characters or wear Pyjamas 

04/03/2021 

Whole school restart: 08/03/2021 

End of Spring Term: 3.30pm Thursday 1st April 2021 

 

 

Understandably, there will still be some anxiety around sending your child/ children 
back to school. We aim to send you regular updates but if you have any concerns 
please do not hesitate to contact the school and we will try to support you as much 
as possible.  
 
I continue to be grateful for your continued support as we work together to get all our 
children back to school. 
  
Kind regards 
 
Jackie Benjamin 
 
Headteacher 
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