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RATIONALE 
 
At Oldhill ARP assessment is used as the means of providing information about each individual pupil’s experience 
and achievement, which identifies and guides the direction of their learning. It should focus on gains in learning, 
gaps in knowledge, areas of misunderstanding and areas of strength. All staff are aware of the assessment 
procedures used at school, including assessments used by therapists. Assessment is making valid judgments about 
teaching and learning, so that each pupil can be supported to fulfil their personal potential.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of assessment. 
• For pupils not yet engaged in subject-specific study we SCERTS assessment  
• For pupils engaged in subject specific learning  we use pre- key stage  standards for statutory assessment  for 

pupils working below the standard of national curriculum assessments ( Standards 1-6 to replace P scales 5 to 
8) 

• For children who can access the curriculum , we use the school’s assessment system and track their progress 
against the Fundamentals. 

• All children have All About Me (AAM) profile and curriculum targets. The ARP’s Assessment Policy will, at all 
times, follow our SEN and Inclusion/Equal opportunities policies. Staff will need to take account of the school 
marking policy. 

• All staff should encourage pupils and offer praise where appropriate (see behaviour policy). They should also 
use effective questioning to gage pupils’ understanding and reshape explanations and tasks where this is 
needed. 

• Effective teachers encourage pupils to judge the success of their own work and set targets for improvement. 
They know their pupils well and are fully aware of their physical, emotional and intellectual needs. 

 
 
 
AIMS 
 
• To raise standards of achievement. 
• To assist with the setting of targets for individual pupils to ensure targets are set at their level of understanding. 
• To ensure lesson planning is linked to a current assessment of pupils’ prior learning and is differentiated, so 

that it consolidates, builds upon and extends learning for all pupils 
• To monitor each pupils’ progress and attainment throughout their school life, which can be communicated to 

parents/carers, teachers, and to the pupils themselves (if appropriate, depending on the individual). 
• To provide continuity and consistency in assessment procedures. 
• To review performances, standards, strengths and weaknesses of the pupils in the ARP. 
 
 
 
INCLUSION 
 

• All pupils will have equal access to a broad and balanced curriculum, with work differentiated 
according to individual needs.  

• Resources will reflect different genders, abilities, cultures, religions, learning styles and will be 
appropriate for the pupil.  

 
 
 
 
10 ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING PRINCIPLES 
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In their practice, teachers need to be aware of the 10 assessment for learning principles: 
 
1. Be part of effective planning of teaching and learning. 
2. Focus on how pupils learn. 
3. Be recognized as central to classroom practice. 
4. Be regarded as a key professional skill for teachers. 
5. Be sensitive and constructive. 
6. Take account of the importance of learner motivation. 
7. Promote commitment to learning goals and a shared understanding of the criteria by which they are assessed. 
8. Be in the form of constructive guidance about how to improve. 
9. Develop learners’ capacity for self assessment so that they can become reflective and self-managing. 
10. Recognise the full range of achievements of all learners. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE 
 
Assessment will fall into two categories: 
 

a) Formative – regular ongoing analysis of children’s performance. This is used daily by CT and TA, and involves 
appropriate listening and responding to pupils progress accurately. If pupils show lack of understanding 
during a lesson it can be swiftly put right. CT and TA ensure pupils know how well they are doing and are 
provided with clear detailed steps for improvement. Some individual children may take part in self-
assessment and peer assessment. Formative assessment will be made evident through daily/weekly lesson 
plans. The structure of the planning will conform to the school’s planning and assessment policy.  
 

b) Summative – provision of an ‘overview’ or ‘end product’ analysis of performance and achievement at a 
point in time. SCERTS, Pre Key Stages and Fundamentals to be used .  

 
 
 
ASSESSMENT ON ENTRY TO OLDHILL ARP 
 
• Once a place has been offered at Oldhill ARP, levels and information from the pupil’s previous school placement 

will be forwarded wherever possible.  
• Prior to entry, observations are usually undertaken by the ARP Teacher, SaLT and/or other specialist(s). Then a 

personalised transition program is set up for the pupil coming to the ARP.  
• A pupil profile is also completed in order to gain an understanding of their interests, strengths, needs and 

learning habits.  
• An initial SaLT assessment of the pupil’s communication strengths and needs will be carried out using 

appropriate methods. Where appropriate, this should include a symbolic understanding assessment.  
 
 
ONGOING ASSESSMENT 
 
The assessment activities listed below occur at different time periods throughout the year. It is the responsibility of 
all adults working with pupils to ensure accurate data is collected and moderated. This is overseen by the ARP 
teacher during pupils’ progress review. The school’s policies on reporting, record keeping and constructive marking 
will be adhered to. 
 
• Pupils working bellow curriculum levels are assessed using SCERTS  for their current levels in PSHCE  and 

speaking & listening. To assess progress in Maths , Reading and Wring, detailed Pre KS levels are used to track 
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progress.  For pupils working towards and at curriculum levels, school Fundamentals assessment is used for  
writing, maths on termly basis.  

• Termly teacher assessments of independent samples of work in core subjects (in reading, writing and maths) 
are also carried out. 

• Annotated samples of work, demonstrating achievement in writing, should be kept in each pupil’s assessment 
folder or evidence should be found in pupil’s books. 

• Assessment opportunities are built into planning (ongoing formative assessment).   
• Differentiated learning objectives are identified in short and medium term plans.  
• Ongoing observations are carried out to support individual target setting. 
• SCERTS assessments are carried out in order to look at the pupil’s current Social Communication and Emotional 

Regulation skills. 
• SCERTS based observations are carried out to enhance a pupil’s communication and emotional regulation. 
• Annual data levels are recorded on SIMS.  
 
 
EVIDENCE   
   
• The evidence of pupils’ achievements is in their work, tests and assessments completed during the academic 

year.  
• Tracking is completed by the ARP teacher responsible for pupil’s progress and reviewed during Pupil Progress 

meeting  
• Reporting to parents takes place during termly ‘All About Me’ meetings, annual reports/annual reviews and 

parent/teacher meetings. 
 
 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY ASSESSMENT 
 
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY (SaLT) 
 
Speech and Language Therapists use a variety of methods to assess a pupil’s speech, language and communication 
strengths and needs. When carrying out assessments they are looking at a pupil’s ability to attend and listen, 
understand language in different contexts, express themselves, and interact with others (both peers and adults).  
 
Assessment will usually begin with an interview with parents to gather a case history and find out about: 

• Early communication development. 
• Feeding skills. 
• Medical history.  
• General fine and gross motor development. 
• Current speech, language and communication skills. 
• Play and social skills. 

 
The SaLT will also work directly with a pupil to assess their communication strengths and needs. This is often done 
through a mixture of formal and informal assessment.   
 
Formal assessment means the SaLT is using a published assessment. These assessments are standardised/ norm 
referenced in which the SaLT is able to give a score which compares a child to other children of the same age. 
Examples of formal assessments include the CELF (Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals) and RAPT 
(Renfrew Action Picture Test). Formal assessments may be repeated several months later to determine where 
progress has been made and which skills still need to be developed. It should be noted however that there is a 
limited number of formal assessments are standardised on the ASD population and therefore these assessments 
are often used informally.  
 
The SaLT may carry out a symbolic understanding assessment (COMFOR) in order to ensure that the appropriate 
form of augmentative communication at the pupil’s level of understanding is used.  
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Informal assessment may be more play based or practical and may include: 

• Observation of the pupil in class and/or at play. 
• Interacting with the pupil to gain a sample of language which can be analysed.  
• Setting the pupil tasks, such as following instructions, sequencing a set of pictures, or asking questions 

about pictures in order to gather a baseline of their receptive (understanding) and expressive (expressing 
themselves) skills. 

• Looking at social scenarios and discussing with the pupil what is going on and gathering information around 
their understanding of emotions. 

• Carrying out a ‘talking mat’ assessment to gather the pupil’s likes and dislikes of a range of activities. 
 
Once a pupil’s communication strengths and needs have been identified the SaLT, class teacher and parents/carers 
can set targets and discuss how best to support the pupil in a range of contexts. This may be through direct or 
indirect SaLT interventions and classroom differentiation.  
 
 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY (OT) 
 
Occupational Therapy assessment includes a combination of formal and informal assessments focusing on pupil’s 
functional independence. Assessment includes an interview with parents focusing on gross motor and fine motor 
development of the child, family history, past history, present difficulties, occupational history of the child, parent 
expectations. 
 
Clinical observations are made in order to assess a pupil’s sensory integrative functions. A Sensory Profile (ASD 
Sensory Assessment) is also completed. This is a standardized assessment to screen for any visual motor integration 
problems that impact on learning and activities of daily living. It consists of questionnaires which can be given to 
parents/carers and the pupil. It is standardised on children aged 5 to 11 years old.  
 
 
 
 

 


