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Overview 
 
Oldhill Autism Resourced Provision is one of four resourced schools in the borough of Hackney, 
focusing on delivering a specific educational programme for children identified with Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). We are also proud to have gained Accreditation from the National Autistic 
Society. 
 
Pupils within the Autism Resourced Provisions have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. 
Oldhill ARP aims to engage pupils in exciting learning opportunities that are based around their 
interests using ASD specific supports. 
 
Each pupil is included in a mainstream class and spends time there according to their abilities and 
needs. Wherever possible, the children will join their class for lessons and activities and are included 
in class trips and other projects. 
 
Pupils also have access to a range of tailored interventions to support their social communication 
and emotional needs. They are able to access the national curriculum whilst their Individual 
Education Plan addresses their specific areas of differences. 
 
 
What we believe:  
 
We believe in ensuring our pupils are able to participate to their fullest within a mainstream setting 
alongside their peers, with the support of specialist resources.  
 
We ensure that the staff across the mainstream and the resourced provision are well trained to 
meet the exceptional needs of these children. 
 

What we do: 

We aim to include children according to their level of need, in which we adopt all three types of 
inclusion across the school day where applicable.  

• Social inclusion – We ensure the children are included in the social aspects of the School day 
e.g. playtimes, assemblies and the dining area. Supported children also play alongside their 
classmates in the soft playroom and sensory room. 

• Functional inclusion – We ensure the children will work with their peers in their classes and 
be involved in the activities set out for the class. 

• Structure- We support the children with organising and making sense of their day. Clear 
structures reduce anxiety when the world can seem very confusing and unpredictable. 

• We adopt a total communication approach that is individual to each pupil. We use Makaton 
to support the pupil’s understanding and to encourage spontaneous communication. Some 
of our pupils use Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) to communicate their 
wants and needs. Pupils also use visual scripts to structure their language to communicate 
for different reasons. Some pupil may use tech AAC devices to develop their ability to share 
information and participate in a range of environments. 

• We provide a variety of learning environments to address their very specific learning needs. 
• We adopt a multidisciplinary approach that is informed by the principles of SCERTS and 

TEACCH. We specifically focus on the idea that: 
 

- Developing your child’s functional and spontaneous communication is the highest priority. 
- Learning at school and home works best when it is developmentally appropriate, 

meaningful, and purposeful. 
- The people around the child and the environment have a significant impact on the child’s 

communication and learning.  



- Learning and relationship building takes place best in natural routines at home, at school 
and in the community 

 
Placements: 
 
There are currently 10 places for children from Reception to Year 6. 
Parents and professionals are welcome to visit the school to see the ARP setting. Visits are organised 
every last Thursday of the month. Admission in the school does not guarantee a place in the ARP and 
children who are already enrolled are not given any priority.   
Parents can notify the Hackney Education that they would like a place. However children are not put 
on a waiting list or given places on first come first served basis.  

To be considered for a place in a Provision, the pupil must: 

• Have a Statement of Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or be about to receive one 
• Have a diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorder and meet other criteria set out by the 

Hackney Education ARP Allocation Panel.     
• Placements are the decision of the Special Needs Advisory Panel. The ARP Allocations Panel 

is made up of representatives from Hackney Education, The Integrated Speech and Language 
Therapy Service, the Autism Resourced Provisions and Specialist School provision. 

• If a place is offered the panel will try to meet parents’ preferred school with resourced 
provision but cannot guarantee to do so.  

• When a child is given a place, the authority will notify parents and the teacher responsible 
will make contact with school in order to set up a transition program.  

• The aim of the ARP is that the child will be able to access 80% in mainstream class by the end 
of Year 6. 

 
For more details, please visit Hackney Education Local offer website 
https://www.hackneylocaloffer.co.uk/kb5/hackney/localoffer/service.page?id=kwNbtzIagmg  
 
 
Promoting Independence: 
 
What the research tells us 

Students (that have an assistant) have fewer interactions with their peers, especially in adolescence 
(Carter, et al., 1999) 
Student achievement MAY BE hindered by para-professionals without extensive training supplying 
most of the daily interventions with the students (Gerber, et 
al., 2006) 
Students have fewer opportunities for self-determination because everything is done on their behalf 
(Giangreco, et al. 2005) 
 
Within the ARP 
 
Within the ARP we are aware that pupils benefit from higher levels of support from an adult to aid 
them with developing a range of skills that they may be finding difficult, including social 
communication, social interactions, sensory processing and so forth.  
However we are also aware of the need to promote independence as it is a direct link to 
independence skills in the future.  Staff working at the ARP will be aware of individual strategies to 
develop independence as each child is unique. Examples of strategies we use in the ARP to develop 
independence includes: 
 

https://www.hackneylocaloffer.co.uk/kb5/hackney/localoffer/service.page?id=kwNbtzIagmg


• Fading support gradually, for example: 1:1 support, walking away for short periods 
whilst the child completes a task individually with the appropriate support such as a 
check off list timetable, walking away for longer periods 

• Regular staff training to brain storm ideas to promote independence 
• Ensuring that pupils are given time to process instructions, for example when asking 

them to put their shoes on 
• To provide pupils with the visual support to help them understand instructions and 

therefore have the ability to complete them 
• To allow time for tasks, transitions and activities, reducing the need to rush and 

therefore complete tasks for pupils 
• Giving pupils a clear understanding of what is expected of them, then giving them time 

to independently complete these 
• During the All About Meetings with parents,  independence skills may be one of the 

targets e.g, putting their shoes on by themselves, This ensures that these skills are being 
developed across different environments.  

• Use of a TEACCH workstation 
• Visual timetables and allowing children to take the lead on this after the initial ‘What’s 

next?’ cue 
• Groups to explicitly teach independence skills during community visit groups 

 

Social understanding and flexibility of thought 

Autism is a lifelong developmental disability that affects the way a person communicates and 
interacts with people around them. It is often referred to as a ‘spectrum’ because the strengths and 
needs of each person with autism vary greatly.  

Although the presentation of autism is different for every person, every person with autism has 
needs in two areas, known as the dyad of impairments and these include:  

Social communication 

People with ASD can experience difficulties in communicating with others and in understanding 
what others are communicating to them. People with ASD cannot always interpret the actions and 
intentions of others, making social interaction very difficult. It is often wrongly assumed that people 
with ASD do not want to interact with others. Although this may sometimes be the case, most 
people with ASD simply lack the skills and understanding to be able to do this easily. If social 
interaction makes the person anxious, they might also avoid it in order to reduce the emotional and 
physical symptoms of anxiety. 

(NAS, 2011). 

Difficulties with social communication can have implications on a child’s social understanding, for 
example they may:- 

• make abrupt or insensitive comments 
• find it difficult to understand sarcasm, irony or metaphors 
• interpret instructions literally (e.g. “go and wash your hands in the toilet”) 
• reading other people’s facial expressions and avoid or overuse eye contact 
• appear aloof and uninterested 
• be unable to understand social rules (e.g. standing too close, inappropriate greeting or 

choice of conversation) 
• develop rule-bound behaviour and inflexible routines, which can inhibit social development  
• find it difficult to understand turn-taking and group work 

(Points from NAS, 2011) 

Repetitive and restrictive behaviours and reduced flexibility of thought. 



“Many people with ASD have extremely creative imaginations. It is perhaps better to describe this as 
a difficulty with flexibility of thought. People with AS tend to be rigid thinkers and cannot always 
conceive of hypothetical situations or empathise with another person’s point of view.” 

(NAS, 2011) 

Difficulties with Flexibility of thought can lead to a number of functional difficulties, including:  

• Being able to generalise learnt skills/ vocabulary within different lessons and contexts. 
• Dealing with frequent changes of topic, and following multiple concurrent subjects.  
• People with ASD tend not to be able to multi-task, and find it difficult to shift attention 

readily between subjects and tasks. 
• Working in groups that don’t follow rule-bound behaviour.  
• Predicting what will happen next, e.g. coming back home after going shopping  
• Difficulty in understanding the concept of danger and consequences, e.g. crossing the road 
• Coping with unfamiliar situations 

Supporting difficulties with Social understanding at the ARP: 

At Oldhill ARP staff have an understanding of the particular strengths and needs of each pupil they 
work with in order to support and develop their social understanding effectively. This may include:  

• Specialist targeted groups (see group folder for full details) such as:  
• Circles of Friends  
• Interaction groups 
• Team challenges (working together to achieve goal) 
• Treasure hunt 
• Attention autism  
• Comic Strip Conversations (refer to communication and interaction policy)   
• Social Stories™ (refer to communication and interaction policy)   
• Community visits 
• Snack groups 
• Explicit teaching of social skills throughout the day. 
• Regular meetings between professionals and ARP staff allow to think of strategies around 

support specific scenarios.  
• Visual supports around asking peers for equipment. 

Supporting individual difficulties with flexibility of thought at the ARP 

• ARP Staff are given the opportunity to go on centralised ASD training run by the Speech and 
Language Therapist and Specialist Teachers in Hackney. This is a two day course that 
includes theory and supporting individuals with ASD. On this training staff will develop skills 
in understanding why pupils may have difficulties with flexibility of thinking and how to 
support them.  
 

• Supporting difficulties with change of routine, e.g. through the use of: 
- Visual timetables and within task schedules (modified at the child’s level) – 

see the visual timetable policy. 
- Social stories and countdown calendars for planned events such as school 

holidays. 
- Use of ‘change’ cards, to allow the children to increase their ability to cope 

with changes throughout the day. 
 

• Directly teaching social skills, for example through team games, explicitly stating what 
behaviour need to be shown and how (i.e. Circle of Friends, Team Challenges, Lego Therapy). 
All involving skills relating to problem solving and decision making. 
 

• Maintaining known routines but changing small aspects (for example, once children are 
familiar with the musical interactions routine, we may modify small aspects rather than 



making a number of chances at once which would result in anxieties and refusal to 
continue). 
 

• The ARP policy is to assign a staff member to a child for half a term, to ensure consistency 
and support individuals with their known difficulties regarding change. This approach 
reduces stress and anxieties for children. They are more readily able to access the 
curriculum and cope with unfamiliar situations with this known and reliable adult. The 
supporting adults are changed to reduce rigid behaviours with regards to that adult.  As 
there are a small group of known staff working at the ARP, staff and pupils quickly become 
familiar with all of them.  

• When there are staff changes, children are prepared by the use of a ‘working with who’ 
board. Visual cards of staff are used to support student’s understanding. 
 

• During choosing time, children have the ability to have some time in a calm environment 
whilst completing an activity of their own choosing, supporting emotional regulation. We are 
aware that pupils with ASD have special interests and can sometimes become fixated on that 
particular item. Staff, therefore, ensure that the child’s choice of activity differs, for example 
a child will not be able to play on the iPad every time. Staff will ensure that other motivating 
items are available.  
 

• The ARP staff are aware that skills are required to be explicitly taught due to difficulties with 
thinking flexibly and so community activities such as shopping, crossing the road and going 
to the dentist are incorporated into the timetable 

 

 

 
Useful Links: 
www.autism.org.uk 
www.shortbreakshackney.com/ 
 
 
Our contact details  
Address: Oldhill School, Oldhill Street London N16 6LR  
Telephone: 020 88064130 Fax: 020 8806 3620 
E mail: admin@Oldhill.hackney.sch.uk  
Website: www.Oldhill.co.uk 
Our management team  
Head teacher: Miss Jackie Benjamin   
ARP Manager and Assistant Head : Mrs Petya Neagle  
Should you require further information please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

 

http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.shortbreakshackney.com/

